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About Japanese Language Courses

The Japanese Language Programme offers courses to help students who need assistance in improving with their
communication skills in Japanese. The aim of our programme is to ensure their smooth transition to life abroad, and
ultimately, to support their progress toward achieving success in academic, personal, and social areas.

In our programme, we offer two types of courses.

1) Special Preparatory Intensive Japanese Course (KENSHU) [Daytime] [l
The KENSHU course in Japanese Language and Culture is offered to students who were placed in it by the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT), and to research or graduate students at

TMDU who wish to study Japanese intensively. This course is for those who have no or little background of
Japanese.

2) General Japanese courses [Evening] 1l I W BN Bm [
In these Japanese courses, students learn the Japanese language that they need for day-to-day usage and for their
academic career.

3) Oral communication Japanese courses

If you are interested in taking one of these courses, read the following description carefully. Should you have any
guestions, please contact the programme coordinator at e.nishijima (at) tmd.ac.jp or drop by International Exchange
Section on the fourth floor of the Building #1, West.

& Instructors

FELEF  Eriko NISHIJIMA Programme Coordinator e.nishijima (at) tmd.ac.jp
RNigE%®  Kagiku OHWA INEINMEF Sayoko KOJIMA
{ERESRZ=1E  Manaka SATO JREFERSC  Miyuki SAWANO

RIHEE Naixin XU FRABHRCT  Yukiko HIRAKATA
fRAEES Aki FUKUMOTO HRRTF Kyoko NAMBA

ZHEMRERE Mayumi MUROTA



2024 FE  BEfEIE] 2024-2025 Class Schedule

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri
1 Kenshu 1 Kenshu 7 Xu Kenshu 9
9:30-11:00 Fukumoto W ﬂ Nishijima
2 Kenshu 2 Kenshu 4 Kenshu Kenshu 10
11:10-12:40 Fukumoto Nishijima 6 Nishijima
Sato

3 Oral Communication
13:10-14:40 BJ3/Bl4

Hirakata
4 Oral Communication
14:50-16:20 BJ1/BJ2

Murota

5 BJ1 BJ3 BJ1 BJ3
16:30-18:00 Hirakata Ohwa Kojima | Namba
6 BJ 2 BJ4 BJ 2 BJ 4
18:10-19:40 Hirakata Ohwa Kojima | Namba

*x I—ADBEHPHEE LD LEVWETOT, [E2FTLIEEN,
Please note that the course dates have changed slightly from the previous year.

Basic Japanese 1
Basic Japanese 2 Oral Communication
Beginners/Ele Basic Japanese 3 BJ1/BJ2

mentary Oral Communication
BJ3/BJ4

Basic Japanese 4

Intermediate Intermediate Japanese 2

Intermediate Japanese 3

Japanese Language Courses Flowchart

| have studied Japanese before I'would like to study Japanese
or have knowledge of Japanese, intensively (everyday).
J—— 'y .
) M -
Yex Yes | i
Yes No

- | have already talked with and obtained
a consent from my supervisor; and

- l understand that | do NOT have time to |4~
join the research activities of my own
aboratory in the daytime.

W/ ols
ks’ W
o Y

Sign up for the Fill out the application Fill out the application
placement test form for kenshu course Iform for Basiciapanese 1
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Japanese courses are offered mainly to graduate and research students at the Yushima campus, and are available at
various levels. Its main purpose is to make student life better on and off campus; therefore, the students will learn not
only the language but also about society and culture. The students can be enrolled in a class based upon their needs.

Foreign language learning is a cumulative process. Therefore, attendance and active classroom participation is
mandatory and essential. Whichever course you are going to take, your full commitment is necessary.

You are expected to study for the course at least one hour prior to each class. This one hour includes time for you to
1) read the textbook carefully, 2) complete the homework and do self-correction, 3) memorize vocabulary and kaniji,
4) review materials.

Even if you are not a graduate or research student, you can take these courses. For details, please contact the
programme coordinator at e.nishijima(at)tmd.ac.jp or drop by International Exchange Section on the fourth floor of
the Building #1, West.

Before you register, read the description of each course carefully.

If you are not sure about which course you should take, please contact Prof. Eriko Nishijima, the
coordinator of the Japanese language programme at e.nishijima (at) tmd.ac.jp
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Intensive Japanese Language Course(KENSHU)

Intensive Japanese language course is a course designed for students who want to learn Japanese language intensively with
no or little prior experience in learning it. This course emphasizes ACTIVE command of Japanese, not passive knowledge.
Your goal is NOT simply to acquire the grammar and vocabulary, but the ability to use Japanese appropriately and with
spontaneity. Throughout the course, emphasis will be placed also on developing accuracy and fluency.

In addition to studying Japanese in the classroom, students will visit museums and other cultural spots in Tokyo.

Instructors
Eriko Nishijima, Aki Fukumoto, Manaka Sato, Naixin XU

Overview
. The semester is approximately 15 weeks long, and there are two semesters in a year.
. There are 10 classes per week and each class runs 90 minutes.
. Participation in extracurricular activities is mandatory.

In this course, you will learn:
. Basic Japanese pronunciation,
. Basic Japanese grammar and words,
. Japanese writing systems, hiragana, katakana, and kanji,
. Japanese culture and customs to help transition to life in Japan.

After this course, you will be able to:
Speaking: Explain a familiar topic and express your opinion.
Requesting or apologizing to the other person while explaining the situation.
Offering suggestions or advice to others.
Writing: Write an explanatory text about a familiar topic and express your opinion.
Listening: Listen to an explanation about a familiar topic and understand important information.
Reading: Read an explanation about a familiar topic and understand important information.

Capacity
15

Textbook
- Genki | (3" edition; Japan Times) Textbook & Workbook (Available at the University Bookstore)
- Genki 11 (3" edition; Japan Times) Textbook & Workbook (Available at the University Bookstore)

Note: In this course, students will learn the whole content of Genki | and the first half of Genki I1I.

Note
* You must have approval from your supervisor to participate in the course since attendance is
required for classes every weekday morning.
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Basic Japanese 1

Basic Japanese | is a course designed for students with no or little prior experience in learning Japanese. The goal of this
course is to achieve a balanced mastery of all four skills of Japanese (speaking, listening, reading, and writing) while
learning beginner level Japanese grammar and vocabulary as well as Hiragana and Katakana.

Instructors
Yukiko Hirakata, Sayoko Kojima

Overview
. The semester is approximately 15 weeks long.
. There are 2 classes per week and each class runs 90 minutes.

In this course, you will learn:
. Basic Japanese pronunciation,
. Basic Japanese grammar and words,
. Japanese writing systems, hiragana, katakana, and kaniji,
. Japanese culture and customs to help transition to life in Japan.

After this course, you will be able to:
Speaking: Talk about very basic information about yourself, such as hobbies and daily activities.
Writing: Write a text about very basic information about yourself, such as hobbies and daily activities.
Listening: Listen to a simple story about topics like hobbies or travel, and understand important information.
Reading: Read a simple story about topics like hobbies or travel, and understand important information.

Capacity
15 in each course

Textbook
Genki | (3" edition; Japan Times) Textbook (Available at the University Bookstore)
*You will learn the content of the first half of Genki I.
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Basic Japanese 2

Basic Japanese 2 is a continuation course of Basic Japanese 1. It is aimed at learners with a Japanese proficiency leve
equivalent to completing Basic Japanese 1. The goal of this course is to achieve a balanced mastery of all four skills of
Japanese (speaking, listening, reading, and writing) while learning beginner level Japanese grammar and vocabulary.

Instructors
Yukiko Hirakata, Sayoko Kojima

Overview
. The semester is approximately 15 weeks long.
. There are 2 classes per week and each class runs 90 minutes.

In this course, you will learn:
. Basic Japanese pronunciation,
. Basic Japanese grammar and words,
. Japanese writing systems, hiragana, katakana, and kaniji,
. Japanese culture and customs (e.g. climate, geography, weather, courtesy, etc) to help transition to life in
Japan.

After this course, you will be able to:

Speaking: Briefly explain your experiences with familiar topics such as travel and express simple opinions.
Writing: Write brief descriptions of people or places, or express simple opinions on specific topics.
Listening: Listen to slightly detailed stories on familiar topics and understand important information.
Reading: Read slightly detailed stories on familiar topics and understand important information.

Capacity
15 in each course

Textbook

Genki | (3" edition; Japan Times) Textbook (Available at the University Bookstore)
*You will learn the content of the latter half of Genki I.

11
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Oral Communication

BJ1/BJ2

Oral Communication Basic Japanese 1/2

Oral Communication BJ1/BJ2 is a course to review the contents that you learnt in Basic Japanese 1 and 2, and to
bridge to the next level. This class is designed for students who have completed Basic Japanese 1 and 2 or equivalent.
This course aims at developing communication skills, focusing on strengthening and building upon the foundation
acquired in the previous courses. The goal is not just to memorize and speak phrases and expressions needed in daily
life, but to think about how to speak in certain situations and circumstances, how to convey what you want to say, and
how to respond when spoken to.

Instructor
Mayumi Murota

Overview
. The semester is approximately 15 weeks long.
. There are one class per week and each class runs 90 minutes.

In this course, you will:
+  Practice and improve speaking and listening abilities gained in the previous courses.
= Learn phrases and expressions used in specific situations.
= Consider how to express yourself using the sentence patterns and expressions you have studied.

After this course, you will be able to:
Speaking:Handle successfully a variety of uncomplicated communicative tasks in straightforward social situations.
Listening:Understand simple, sentence-length speech in a variety of basic personal and social contexts.

Capacity
15 in each course

Textbook
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Basic Japanese 3

Basic Japanese 3 is a continuation course of Basic Japanese 2. It is aimed at learners with a Japanese proficiency level
equivalent to completing Basic Japanese 2. The goal of this course is to achieve a balanced mastery of all four skills of
Japanese (speaking, listening, reading, and writing) while learning elementary-level Japanese grammar and vocabulary.

Instructors
Kagiku Ohwa, Kyoko Namba

Overview
. The semester is approximately 15 weeks long.
. There are 2 classes per week and each class runs 90 minutes.

In this course, you will learn:
. Basic Japanese pronunciation,
. Basic Japanese grammar and words,
. Japanese writing systems, hiragana, katakana, and kaniji,
+  Self-learning habit to study Japanese language by oneself; and
. Japanese culture and customs (e.g. climate, geography, weather, courtesy, etc) to help transition to life in
Japan.

After this course, you will be able to:
Speaking: Explain a familiar topic and express your opinion.
Requesting or apologizing to the other person while explaining the situation.
Offering suggestions or advice to others.
Writing: Write detailed descriptions of people or places.
Listening: Listen to stories about people or places and understand important information.
Reading: Read detailed descriptions of people or places and understand important information.

Capacity
15 in each course

Textbook

Genki II (3" edition; Japan Times) Textbook (Available at the University Bookstore)
* You will learn the content of the first half of Genki 1I.

15
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Basic Japanese 4

Basic Japanese 4 is a continuation course of Basic Japanese 3. It is aimed at learners with a Japanese proficiency level
equivalent to completing Basic Japanese 3. The goal of this course is to achieve a balanced mastery of all four skills of
Japanese (speaking, listening, reading, and writing) while learning elementary-level Japanese grammar and vocabulary.

Instructors
Kagiku Ohwa, Kyoko Namba

Overview
*  The semester is approximately 15 weeks long.
. There are 2 classes per week and each class runs 90 minutes.

In this courses, you will learn:
. Basic Japanese pronunciation,
. Basic Japanese grammar and words,
. Japanese writing systems, hiragana, katakana, and kaniji,
. Japanese culture and customs (e.g. climate, geography, weather, courtesy, etc) to help transition to life in
Japan.

After this course, you will be able to:
Speaking: Express your opinion on a familiar topic while providing reasons for your viewpoint.
Writing: Write a detailed description of your own experience.
Listening: Listen to a slightly longer story about a familiar topic and understand the content.
Reading: Read a simple Japanese story and understand the content.

Capacity
15 in each course

Textbook

Genki I1(3" edition; Japan Times) Textbook (Available at the University Bookstore)
* You will learn the content of the latter half of Genki II.

17
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Oral Communication

BJ3/BJ4

Oral Communication Basic Japanese 3/4

Oral Communication BJ3/BJ4 is a course to review the contents that you learnt in Basic Japanese 3 and 4, and to
bridge to the next level. This class is designed for students who have completed Basic Japanese 3 and 4 or equivalent.

This course aims at developing communication skills, focusing on strengthening and building upon the foundation
acquired in the previous courses. Emphasis will be on practicing the communication skills required in daily life. You
will be able to communicate in various situations such as shopping, eating out with friends, visiting entertainment
attractions, etc.

Instructor
Yukiko Hirakata

Overview
. The semester is approximately 15 weeks long.
. There are one class per week and each class runs 90 minutes.

In this course, you will:
= Practice and improve speaking and listening abilities gained in the previous courses.
=  Learn phrases and expressions used in a daily life such as school, shopping, and restaurant.

After this course, you will be able to:
Speaking:Handle successfully a variety of uncomplicated communicative tasks in straightforward social situations.
Listening:Understand simple, sentence-length speech, one utterance at a time, in a variety of basic personal and social

contexts.
< This course sets overall course objectives in accordance with ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines. However, if you
complete this course in good standing, you will be able to pass N4 or N5 of the Japanese Language Proficiency
Test respectively.

Capacity
15 in each course

Textbook
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This is a course designed for students who wish to develop linguistic, socio-linguistic, and strategic competencies in
speaking, listening, reading, and writing Japanese at an intermediate level. Students will expand their vocabulary, kanji, and
knowledge of grammatical patterns of the language, and also will obtain the knowledge and information necessary for
communication at their language level. Class instruction will be done in the Japanese language as a general rule.

Miyuki Sawano, Mayumi Murota

. The semester is approximately 15 weeks long.
. There are two classes per week and each class runs 90 minutes.

. Learn knowledge of grammar, vocabulary, and kanji at an intermediate level.
. Improve oral and aural communication skills in different speech styles.
. Develop skills and abilities to become more independent learners of the language.

Speaking:Handle successfully uncomplicated tasks and social situations requiring an exchange of basic information related
to their work, school, recreation, particular interests, and areas of competence.

Writing:Narrate and describe in different time frames when writing about everyday events and situations.

Listening:Understand, with ease and confidence, simple sentence-length speech in basic personal and social contexts.

Reading:Understand fully and with ease short, non-complex texts that convey basic information and deal with personal and
social topics to which the reader brings personal interest or knowledge.

< This course sets overall course objectives in accordance with ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines.

15 in each course

Task-Based Learning Japanese for College Students: Intermediate 1 (3A Network) (Available at the University
Bookstore)
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This course is a continuation of Intermediate Japanese 1. This course aims at strengthening and building upon the
grammatical knowledge, vocabulary, and expressions acquired in the previous course. Especially, the focus of this course
will be on developing communication skills, which enable you to converse in a number of everyday situations such as
chatting with friends and teachers at school and talking about things you like or interested in. For this purpose, a wide variety
of topics and situations will be covered in this course.

Class instruction will be solely given in Japanese language. Also, students are expected to actively participate class
activities and discussions.

Miyuki Sawano, Mayumi Murota

. The semester is approximately 15 weeks long.
»  There is one class per week and each class runs 90 minutes.

. Learn knowledge of grammar, vocabulary, and kanji at an intermediate level.
. Improve oral and aural communication skills in different speech styles.
. Develop skills and abilities to become more independent learners of the language.

Speaking
. Handle successfully uncomplicated tasks and social situations requiring an exchange of basic information
related to their work, school, recreation, particular interests, and areas of competence.
Writing
. Narrate and describe in different time frames when writing about everyday events and situations.
Listening
. Understand, with ease and confidence, simple sentence-length speech in basic personal and social contexts.
Reading
. Understand fully and with ease short, non-complex texts that convey basic information and deal with personal
and social topics to which the reader brings personal interest or knowledge.

¢ This course sets overall course objectives in accordance with ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines.

15

To be announced in the first class.
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Intermediate Japanese 3 (1IJ3)

This course is a continuation of Intermediate Japanese 1. This course aims at strengthening and building upon the
grammatical knowledge, vocabulary, and expressions acquired in the previous course. In addition, the course deals with
social and cultural topics, with the aim of developing the ability to speak and write about academic topics in Japanese.

Class instruction will be solely given in Japanese language. Also, students are expected to actively participate class
activities and discussions.

Instructor
Eriko Nishijima

Overview
. The semester is approximately 15 weeks long.
. There is one class per week and each class runs 90 minutes.

In this course, you will:
. Learn knowledge of grammar, vocabulary, and kanji at an intermediate level.
. Practice reading and expressing your opinions on social and cultural topics.
. Develop skills and abilities to become more independent learners of the language.

After this course, you will be able to:
Speaking
. Discuss social and cultural topics with classmates and give brief presentations in class.
Writing
. Describe social and cultural issues and express your opinions about them.
Listening
. Listen and understand speech on social and cultural topics.
Reading
. Read and understand texts written on social and cultural topics.

Capacity
15

Textbook
To be announced in the first class.
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ZBI1—RADA=1—)L Schedule for Each Course

BAZEMEI—RX Kenshu Course

April

May

July

Sul M |Tu| W |Th| F | Sa

7 9 10 11 12 ks
14 - 16 17 18 19 iy
21 23 24 25 26 m

28 | 29 | 30 | 31

HE HAEH=E (M&D ¥ 7 — 8[#)

<<A more detailed schedule will be provided in class.>>

Classroom Japanese Language Classroom (8F, M&D Tower)
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##REAZEL - 2 Basic Japanese 1 - 2

April May
Su Tu| W | Th| F | Sa Su| M |Tu| W |Th| F | Sa
2 3 4 6 4
7 9 |10 12 | 13 5 11
14 16 | 17 19 | 20 12 18
21 23 | 24 26 | 27 19 25
28 30 26
June July
Su Tu| W|Th | F | Sa Su| M |Tu| W |Th| F | Sa
1 2 |3 041 5|6
2 4 5 7 8 7 S 9 | 10 12 | 13
9 11 (12 14 | 15 14 16 | 17 < 19| 20
17 18 | 19 21 | 22 21 23 | 24 26 | 27
24 25 | 26 28 | 29 28 | 29 | 30 | 31
30

#=E

Classroom

IGA T 7 (M&D # 7 —8[k)

IGA Lounge (8F, M&D Tower)
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OsERIAAIKX 1 /2 Oral Communication BJ1/2

April May
Sul M | Tu| W | Th| F | Sa Sul M |Tu| W |Th| F | Sa
1 2 3 4 6 4
7 8 9 |10 12 | 13 5 6 7 11
14 | 15 | 16 | 17 19 | 20 12 | 13 | 14 18
21 | 22 | 23 | 24 26 | 27 19| 20 | 21 25
28 | 29 | 30 26 | 27 | 28
June July
Su | M Tu| W|Th | F | Sa Su|l M |Tu| W /|Th| F | Sa
1 1 2 3 5 6
2 3 4 5 7 8 7 8 9 | 10 12 | 13
9 |10 |11 |12 14 | 15 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 19 | 20
17 117 |18 | 19 21 | 22 21 | 22 | 23 | 24 26 | 27
24 |24 | 25| 26 28 | 29 28 | 29 | 30 | 31
30

HE AAGEHE (M&D ¥ 7 —8H)
Classroom Japanese Language Classroom (8F, M&D Tower)
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<<A more detailed schedule will be provided in class.>>




¥RBEAE3, 4 Basic Japanese 3, 4

April May
Sul M| Tu| W |Th| F | Sa Sul M |Tu| W |Th| F | Sa
1 2 3 4 6 4
7 8 10 12 | 13 5 11
14 | 15 17 19 | 20 12 18
21 | 22 24 26 | 27 19 25
28 | 29 | 30 26
June July
Su | M Tu| W| Th | F | Sa Su Sa
1 6
2 |3 5 7 | 8 7 13
9 |10 12 14 | 15 14 20
17 |17 19 21 | 22 21 27
24 | 24 26 28 | 29 28
30

<<A more detailed schedule will be provided in class.>>

HE HAEIF—=12 (M&D ¥ U —6)
Classroom  Seminar Room 12 (6F, M&D Tower)
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OERIVI/3 /4 Oral Communication B13/4

April May
Su Tu| W | Th| F | Sa Su| M |Tu|W/|Th| F | Sa
2| 3|4 6 1 (2] 3] 4
7 9 |10 |11 |12 |13 5 6 7 8 9 |10 | 11
14 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 12 ks 14 | 15| 16 | 17 | 18
21 23|24 | 25| 26 | 27 19 Bl 21 | 22 | 23| 24 | 25
28 30 26 oA 28 | 29 | 30 | 31
June July
Su Tul W[ Th | F | Sa Su| M |Tu| W |Th| F | Sa
1 2 3 4 5 6
2 4 5 6 7 8 7 S 9 | 10|11} 12| 13
9 11 |12 | 13 | 14 | 15 14 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20
17 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 22 21 23 | 24 | 25| 26 | 27
24 25 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 29 28 | 29 | 30 | 31
30

= AARGEH=E (M&D ¥ U —8[)

Classroom Japanese Language Classroom (8F, M&D Tower)

30

<<A more detailed schedule will be provided in class.>>




April May

Su| M| Tu| W |Th| F | Sa Su| M |Tu| W |Th| F | Sa
1 2 | 3| 4 6 1 12| 3] 4
7 9 |10 12 | 13 5 7 8 10 | 11
14 16 | 17 19 | 20 12 14 | 15 17 | 18
21 23 | 24 26 | 27 19 21 | 22 24 | 25
28 30 26 28 | 29 31
June July
Su | M Tu| W|Th | F | Sa Su| M | Tu| W | Th| F | Sa
1 2 | 3 5] 6
2 4 5 7 8 7 9 |10 12 | 13
9 11 |12 14 | 15 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 19| 20
17 18 | 19 21 | 22 21 23 | 24 26 | 27
24 25 | 26 28 | 29 28 | 29 | 30| 31
30

<<A more detailed schedule will be provided in class.>>

HAGEZ= (M&D ¥ U —8i)
Japanese Language Classroom (8F, M&D Tower)
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hiREAFE 3 Intermediate Japanese 3

April May
Su|l M | Tu| W | Th Sa Su| M |Tu| W |Th| F | Sa
1123|456 1 (2] 3] 4
7 8 10 |11 |12 | 13 5 6 V 8 9 | 10 | 11
14 | 15 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 12 | 13 s 15 | 16 | 17 | 18
21 | 22 24 | 25 | 26 | 27 19 | 20 BPANN 22 | 23 | 24 | 25
28 | 29 | 30 26 | 27 |geAcsl 29 | 30 | 31
June July
Su | M Tu| W|Th | F | Sa Su Th | F | Sa
1 4 5 6
2 3 5 6 7 8 7 1112 | 13
9 |10 12 | 13 | 14 | 15 14 18 | 19 | 20
17 |17 19| 20| 21| 22 21 25| 26 | 27
24 | 24 26 | 27 | 28 | 29 28 | 29 | 30 | 31
30

HE HAFEHE (M&D %7 — 8 )
Classroom Japanese Language Classroom (8F, M&D Tower)
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SHHEUAY

- FRED URL L V&R LiABEIT-> TLE &0,
https://forms.office.com/r/YSH6N1WRSv
T BARGEOZEREBRN S D NI form ETHAGEDOEHAET A N2 5 0ERH Y F9,

BERFEDEIV 3 H 290 (&) EF
7T ARERFEE 4H 38 OK) EF (A —/LTa)

Course registration

Follow the application guide and submit the form from the link below.

https://forms.office.com/r/YSHEN1WRSv
Note: Those who have any prior experience in learning Japanese need to take a Japanese proficiency test on the

form.
Course registration deadline: Noon on Friday, March 29th.

Announcement of results: Noon on Wednesday, April, 3rd. (By email)
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¥4 DFE  Voices of students (2018-2019)

In spite of the importance of foreign languages in the global
integration era, learning a new language always remains a big challenge for
most of us. Memorizing a large number of vocabulaties, pronouncing
naturally, using different writing systems, etc. are the most common issues
that learners need to deal with. And to me, the Japanese language is
complicated enough to have never thought of spending the time to achieve
it.

We, human beings, are always too busy to tackle with a variety of
problems surrounding us every day, and sometimes try to be indifferent to
beautiful things else with the advocacy answer that “I have not enough
time”. Similarly, although my mind is always filled up with plenty of amazing

things from this country, the main reason, I think, is lack of the motivation
enabling me to set it as the priority in my life at that moment.

However, everything has changed since I put the first step into this nation. The necessity of the local language while
living here makes me have more severe thinking about learning it. Like any newcomers to a new land, I had spontaneously no
idea about which direction I should follow. Luckily, Kenshu class came to me as the way it should be. The course is not too long,
but it is enough to sculpt fantastic figures of teachers, friends, activities in my mind. This class not only provides you a
fundamental knowledge of Japanese language but also gives you a chance to know many international friends, to use the IT
applications in learning, to apply your previously obtained skills to organize events, as well as to discover the very ability that you
have never recognized before. Notwithstanding, I will not recommend you to join in this course if you have not been ready to
overcome its challenges to gain precious experiences of language and culture yet. Anyway, Kenshu class — that is the first thing I
can get out from my head if someone asks which my memorable moment in Japan is.

Nguyen Phan The Huy (Vietnam / Oral Pathology)

Before coming to Japan, I could already understand Japanese language but it's not
like I studied it to be able to understand it rather it was your usual reason (I learned it by
hearing and watching Japanese animation and drama).

So having the ability to understand and speak a little Japanese gave me the chance
to enroll/get admitted to the Japanese intermediate 1 level course. However, I couldn't
read or write Japanese letters even the most simple Hiragana and Katakana at that time. By
starting the intermediate course, I was shocked by the high Japanese level of the students
there and I kept wondering why I am in this course/class!!

I could definitely understand Japanese language but I had a hard time
writing/reading and learning grammat. Yet, every hard time has a meaning in our life, as I
decided to stay in this class little by little I started to blend in with the class and I give the
credit to our class teachers who made learning Japanese language a really fun and enjoyable

experience. In the end this lead to a new fact that learning Japanese "for me" is not a study

but rather a fun and enjoyable hobby.

I started as a international students who hardly speak Japanese to a students who can have enjoyable everyday life
conversations with Japanese students and neighbors. I even had my entrance exam interview for the PhD in Japanese language
as my professor and department head advised me to. One of the most enjoyable experiences for me is whenever I talk with new
Japanese acquaintance or have a part time interview, I always enjoy the reactions of the people in front of me when they hear
my Japanese and the next question follows (Did you pass a certain level of Japanese language test?!). To which I reply proudly
(no). Tolearn a language is not to study for exam but to enjoy it and to want to be able to speak it.

Learning Japanese is a time to relax and enjoy Japanese life and culture.. I will keep learning Japanese language till the
time of my graduation and after ...

Aseel Sabah Mahdi Alchawoosh (Iraq / Pulp Biology and Endodontics)
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RRERERAY HEEFREE
T113-8510 RREPXRXZE 1-5-45
mETv > /(X 1 SEEf 4
Institute of Global Affairs (IGA)
Tokyo Medical and Dental University (TMDU)
Building #1 West, 4F Yushima Campus
1-5-45 Yushima, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo 113-8510, JAPAN
URL: http://www.tmd.ac.jp/english/international/

E-mail: fssu (at) ml.tmd.ac.jp


http://www.tmd.ac.jp/english/international/

